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A dated home gets a contemporary overhaul with a
sea-inspired palette of blue and gray.

EY KATHLEEN BIRMINGHAM
ETYLING BY PAODLA McDOMWALD
PHOTOGRAPHY BY GREG TINIU
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The largs ooffiss tahia that {5 meaars to ook ies relieosd
tion hag & shimmery gilver-leaf finieh, whioh offests the
bewriness of the piece and raflscts Hght. Mirrors with
soroll patbarna are & good oholee in contemporary
design, as they maks the spaoe firel bigger.
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WHEN PRINCIPAL DESIGNER PAOLA Rl T : : i o At DI rORE e - 2

McDONALD OF OLAMAR INTERIORS 1 ' AR ;,":RL .1.,*-1‘; -.'.,“._{'
FIRST MET with her clients to discuss a — s AR . ars :..urwa”'*- AT

redesign of thesr condo, the homeorwmers
feared turning their tmditional home into a
Lightey, Erighder space with a mone comempomry
design might be too difficult a job

But Paola weloomed much a chaflenge
"Many peogls ane tired of 8 raditional design
that ferls heavy with a lot of things paclked in
a roorn,’ she says “They're looking for a clean,
open and purposeful design My job is to
in & spAcE SETVes 3 purpose of is mearangiul to
the homeowner That's what a contemporry
design nesds to have ™

BMAKE IT OVER « 2015 &N




e

The diming tables and chajrs have o
sligmely traditional look, ot everytiing
gl in tha dining room is modern. The

"Nont be o c = - ' ] and
Don't be tempted to go small just because the space is r spase succesetully blen i Hgh e ockon
small. You often end up with the opposite effect.” bt . %

In addition. Pacla says that a lot of contempormry
designs today incorporabe classic lines dome in a new
way —cleaner and crisper Throughout this project, she
chose colors remuniscent of the beach, using various
shades of crearn and blue, and incorporaiing a sirategic
use of reflective materinls like mirmoms 2nd paint o make
the space appear larges

Pacia achieved a sense of contiruity by incorpomting
n geornettic sooll design thal s represented throughonat
the entire home in upholstery fabrics, area rags,
mirrors, the kitchen backsplash and even on wallpaper

in various niches
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The most drastic change to the home
comes from an ypdate (o the Greplace wall,
which Faola tmnsformed from a very heavy
stone veneer to a much brighter, guartz-hilee
finigh, opering up the family room through
to the cifice I an area that previously felt
choppy and cos=d in Glass shebvee in the
pass-through niches provide additional light,
reflaction and a place to display artwork
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The dining roorn features a tracitional-
looldng tabie and chairs, but the rest of the
room carries (nll, slender conternporury design
elements, such az an Sagére along the wall
The large bufiet makes the small space appear
larger because of its ight color

“Some piaces should be larger in a srmail
space; they are very funcbonal and rake the
space fesl larger,” Pacla ssys “Don't be tempted
to go mmall just becsuse the space is srall You
aften end up with the opposite effect”

When the homeowner wanted o remove
the original window coverings (statted wooden
shutters], Paola decided o soften the window
appeamnce with, Aowrng white curtains,
complemented by an unexpected touch of
dark color m the curtmin rods Because there
wens 4 few slements in the space that were
dark, liles the dining room chair, acoent table
and the legs of the chaim, adding the curtain
rods tied together every element as part of
the design

All the materinle wers chogen o bounes the 1 sryd orpats n

bright sovironment. Tha largs sheiving umit provides very spagioun
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T not a matchy-mabtchy designer, whene everything feels | |
Gilee it was bought at the same time from the same place [ want
to develop the fesling of a home that vwas created ower Eme” = !
FPaola smays When renovating, think of long-term sohutions that .
won't go out of style and rnake the most of your home

Hat anly were the homeowners plensad with the design, they
discoversd upon re-evalusting their real esinte that Pacla’s
work netted a much higher appraisal vahue

Contemporary Style
on a Budget

fBea Ehopping Guids, pags 188 ' Degignar Paola MoDonaid's tips for stylieh
L spasag without hreaking the bank.

* Know Whal o Keep! Conlemporary slyle doesn’
mean yau hove e slorl with a cleon siale ond buy
eweryihing new. Insieod, | recomenend kseping
furrelure pisces thol work well Tor my clients.
Incorporoling exislng pisces inlo o conlemporary
design is o maller of choasing Tobrics, colors and

Dagpito a ek of matehing elemants o aroeassries Thal allow them Lo blend inla the
the bedroom, the design is unifisd by a nene design.

custom frama, wrhish mimios the Sodsh * Resfore or Revam p: Consder your enlire spoce. I
on the dresssr i ; you howe wood fioors, you con saove gquile a bit of

monsy By refinishing Bem rolber Than insleling
something new. in 1he kichen, coreluvly. osnsider
whal needs lo be repioc=d ond whal mighl nesd
g mers facelill, n this project, we replated heovg
dork gronibe couniertops with ighler ond brighler
guorlz. Bul everylhing els= was siill in very good
condil ion, 50 we mersly poinded ke cobirels ond
islard coordinaling colors of groy end installed o
new lavcel, Everylhong else was onginal lo the
prece=igned plan,

= Paint Like g Prec One of my besd lips for stoyang
wilhin g budgel = lo choose painl thal really
worcs wilh gour design. In this project, we used o
single codor from Bamnomin Moore Color Stories.
Thiz worked very well becouse sach wol hod
dilfersn] omounis of natweal lighl hitling i, whiech
made il look g3 il Ihey were o painled a differen!
bul coordinaling color. Using @ singée ooior paind
in This wou, we creoled o very unilied look
hreughoul The home,

. For more information an
=" designer Pack McDonald
of Diemar Inleriors, visi
plomarinteriars.com.
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